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Vaccine Borrowing 

Best Practices to Avoid Borrowing:  

 Keep enough public and private stock on hand  

 Clearly differentiate public and private stock 

 Screen and document VFC eligibility at every visit 

 Inform clinicians drawing vaccine of patient 
eligibility  

 Inform billing staff of patient eligibility. 

Acceptable Reasons to Borrow:  

 Vaccine shipment delay or not useable on arrival  

 To use short-dated stock before it expires  

 Accidental use of the wrong stock  

 VFC influenza vaccine not yet available at the 
beginning of influenza season  

 To repay private stock when insurance billing 
comes back as VFC eligible.  

 

Vaccine Borrowing — Using the incorrect vaccine stock on a patient by accident or because the correct 
stock is not available.  Borrowing should be a rare event and not a routine practice. 
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